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Guidelines for Homeowners 
Because yards and the exterior of your unit are both the property of East Bluff Condo 
Association, any modifications to the outside of your unit or in your yard require approval - 
please fill out the structural modification form before scheduling anything. Not sure if your 
project requires approval? Just ask! It’s the homeowner’s responsibility to know the By-Laws 
and Rules and get approval from East Bluff - failure to do so may mean East Bluff will 
remove/fix projects at the homeowner’s expense. Find the form on our website here - 
https://eastbluffcondos.wordpress.com/faq/, or contact us (608-249-7006, 
east_bluff@yahoo.com) for a copy or if you have any questions. Below are a few of the main 
issues that come up often. While these are the most common issues, this doesn’t include 
everything. Please review Rules & Regulations for the full list: 
 

1. Garbage/Recycling Bins 
2. Satellites 
3. Private Yards 

 
1. Garbage/Recycling Bins 
Garbage gets picked up every Friday morning, and recycling gets picked up every other 
Wednesday morning (there are exceptions around holidays). Please put your bin out no sooner 
than 12 hours in advance of pick-up, and take back from the curb no later than 24 hours after 
the day of pick-up. This is a city rule, so failure to do so will result in fines. See 
garbage/recycling calendar in this packet - if you don’t have a copy, please pick one up at the 
office.  
 
2. Satellites 
Before you schedule a satellite dish installation, you must fill out a Structural Modifications Form 
and it must be approved by the board. It is strictly forbidden to install satellites on roofs. 
East Bluff staff must be present while the dish is being installed to ensure no damage is done to 
the unit roof or wires installed outside the building. Installation must be scheduled between the 
hours of 8:00AM and 12:00 PM Monday through Friday. If a dish is installed without following 
the procedure above you will be required to move it immediately. If there is any damage that 
needs to be repaired, the cost will be passed on to the owner of the unit. 
 
3. Private Yards 
The East Bluff Condo Association technically owns all private yards. While we do allow 
homeowners to plant flowers, add gardens, etc, poor landscaping can lead to a number of 
issues, including water in basements and rotting fences. If changes were made by previous 
homeowners or if you make any changes to your yard, East Bluff is not responsible and won't 
take action until a few key things are addressed.  Homeowners must correct the below issues 
first. If you’re physically unable to tend to your yard, contact the office, as we may be able to 
help. 
 

Responsibility of Homeowners 
Decks and other fixtures: Installing decks and fixtures requires approval - please fill out 
the structural modification form before installing. Decks/fixtures should not sit directly 
next to the fence - there must be at least 6 inches between the deck and the fence. In 
some cases, decks and other yard fixtures may need to be removed in order to allow 
East Bluff to replace or repair fences if you don’t leave this space. If this not done, we 
reserve the right to cut the deck in order to get access to repair and fix the fence, which 
is the responsibility of the East Bluff Condo association. 
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Slope of yard: Over time as the ground compacts and settles, water tends to pool and sit 
where it shouldn’t. A yard that has been properly sloped so that water flows away from 
the foundation is key. If you have made any changes and done any work in your yard 
(added plants/pavers/landscaping/etc), East Bluff is not responsible for fixing the sloping. 
If you are willing to remove all plants and landscaping, we can provide dirt and grass 
seed to help fix the issue. 
  
Patios and paver stones: These can sink into the ground, thereby causing pooling water 
and poorly sloped yards. We suggest paver stones be removed and not installed near 
the foundation. 

 
Landscaping borders: Borders that you may place near the foundation to go around 
plants will hold in water. Removing borders can be a quick and easy way to help. 

 
Mulch next to foundation: This might seem counterintuitive, but most experts agree that 
mulch should not be placed within 4-6 inches of foundation. Mulch naturally wicks up 
moisture and holds it in, which is great for your tomato plants, but not for your basement. 

 
Responsibility of East Bluff 
Downspout: A clean downspout that is free of debris, doesn’t leak, and is long enough to 
lead water away from the foundation is key. Contact us if you think they’re not working 
properly. 

 
Gutters: Gutters that are full of leaves or are not properly attached to the wall may mean 
that water leaks and runs down the wall. Staff can check for leaves and make sure the 
gutters are properly attached. 

 
Dirt: We can provide dirt fill to help your yard slope away from the building. 

 
Dome over window well: While this might seem like the most effective tool, this is 
actually not as critical as you might think. Nevertheless, they’re cheap and easy to 
install. 

 


